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Illness and Injury Policy


Preventing the spread of infection:

Children who are obviously unwell will not be accepted into the nursery. If a child has been prescribed antibiotics, they are not permitted to come to school until 24 hours after the medication has begun. We reserve the right to request a clearance certificate from a doctor if we think a child is not well enough to return to nursery. 

We will inform OFSTED and Local Child Protection agencies if there is any serious injury, accident or illness or death to a child whilst in our care.  Notification will be made as soon as is reasonably practical, but in any event within 14 days of the incident occurring we will also inform OFSTED and the Health protection Agency if a child is suffering from a disease identified in the Public Health Register 1988. 

On the co-coordinators list, First Aiders are listed and there is a copy of this list in every room for reference.

Pets in the nursery:
We will ensure that no animals on the premises pose a risk to children in our care. Before a pet is acquired, we will look into any allergies as indicated on the application forms for the children and staff induction forms. There is a clear guideline in the above-named policy about following health and safety guidelines e.g. washing hands after playing with pet.

Diarrhoea and stomach upset:
Any child who passes 3 loose stools, or a child who has symptoms such as vomiting or diarrhoea, will be sent home and excluded from nursery until a hard stool has been passed or vomiting has ceased for at least 48 hours.

Conjunctivitis:
This is very contagious and any child showing signs of conjunctivitis (sticky eyes) will be sent home and parents will be asked to obtain medication to show that it is being treated.



Infectious illness (i.e. chicken pox, Measles, Croup, Impetigo etc.)

Any child with an infectious illness will be sent home and excluded from nursery. Parents should notify the nursery immediately such an illness is diagnosed. Again, we reserve the right to ask for a clearance certificate from your doctor if we think a child’s disease is still infectious. We would expect children to abstain from nursery for 5 clear days for appearance of the rash.

Night - time illness:

Children who have been unwell in the night should not be brought to nursery the next day, especially if they have had a temperature during the night. Any child with a temperature in the nursery will be sent home if there temperature remains high after calpol  will be advised to stay at home for 24 hours until the symptoms have subsided.




Head-lice:

Parents will be notified if suspected head lice are found on hair.  Parents will be requested to use head lice medication before their child returns to nursery on the next day.  Children need not miss any sessions at nursery. If the problem becomes widespread, we will ask all parents, carers, staff and children to be appropriately treated at the same time so that the lice can be eliminated.


Cough and colds:

Young children will also be prone to coughs and colds, especially when mixing with other children in a small environment. It is therefore virtually impossible to avoid the spread of coughs and colds. Normally, we will accept children into the nursery with coughs and colds. However, if a child is distressed or shows other symptoms such as a high temperature or lethargy, we will ask parents to take them home.

We expect all parents to adhere to this Health and Medication policy so that illness in the nursery is kept to a minimum. A bout of infection can lead to a number of parents being unable to continue their usual work pattern. This can be stressful and demanding. Early notification of a child’s illness and sensible decisions by parents will keep risk of infection spreading to a minimum.
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