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Settling In

It is our policy that all nursery staff will work in partnership with the parents/carers to settle the child into nursery.

·    The child’s intended Key Person will make sure they have read and familiarised themselves with the information provided.
·   We offer a minimum of 3 settling in sessions, however this is a minimum and more can be had should they be needed. It is paramount to us that children feel safe, secure and settled as well as can be expected during this time. The first part of the settling in sessions will be spent with your child’s key person, this is called the ‘all about me’. From this we can gather some information in regard to their interests, dislikes, routines etc and we can use this information to help them settle. 	
·   The intended Key Person should explain what is happening during the course of the day to the child and their parent/carer, so they begin to understand the daily routine of the room.
·   It is important for the parent/carer to say goodbye when separating from the child and to go promptly when they say they are going. Long or delayed goodbyes or returning because the child is crying do not help the settling in process.
·   The allocated Key Person will carry out a Baseline Assessment in conjunction with the parent/carer no later than the end of the child’s forth week.
·   It is important for the parent/carer to ensure that the child has adequate change of clothing available at the nursery at all times.
·  Staff must be perceptive to signs of anxiety and pre-empt it, to reassure the child and  the parents.
·  The Key Person or Room Leader should give the parent/carer a detailed handover at the end of each day with regards to sleep, eating and general well-being. The handover should also include what activities their child has participated in and any suggestions for continuing their learning at home.
·  The majority of children will show signs of upset or anxiety when separating from the parent during their first few months at the nursery.


This is all quite normal, but it can be quite upsetting for the parent leaving the child behind. A piece of advice is to take a look around at all the happy little faces that assures parents that many have come before them, and many will come after them and never have we met a child yet who has not one day become very happy to come to nursery.
 
· We recognise that parents and carers need to feel secure and confident when facing the significant changes as their child progresses through their nursery life. At Owls Nest Nursery, we believe that when a child’s transition is smooth, this helps support their personal, social and emotional development and the learning success of each child.

· At Owls Nest Nursery, we endeavour to ensure that a smooth transition is completed when a child is ready to move into another room. We ensure that during the transition period this is organised around the individual child’s needs. 

· A range of strategies are put into place and activities are organised to ensure the transition period is smooth. During the transition period, the Room Leader, on the first day, will take the child into their new room; this enables the child to settle into their new room with a familiar face. During the course of the transition period, the staff in the room and the new Room Leader and Key Person will work alongside the child to ensure that the transition period is smooth. 

· To ensure each child receives a smooth transition throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage, we ensure that during the Early Foundation stage each child’s learning and development is regularly observed using focused planned observations. 

· Observations are placed onto our parent portal site; parents can access their child’s development always. 

· In preparation for school we ensure that a range of activities are organised for each child to support their transitions and development. We will incorporate the seven areas of learning of the EYFS to support further support their learning in preparation for school.
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