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Children who speak English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Our nursery works to provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in play and learning to support their language development at home.  We provide opportunities for children to learn and reach a good standard of English language during their time at the nursery to further support them through the transition to reception class at primary school.  Our nursery will encourage and develop children’s skills in communication, language and literacy in English. However, if a child does not have a strong grasp of the English language, practitioners will work closely with parents/carers to establish whether there is a cause for concern about language delay.  Practitioners will consult the SENCO with consent from the parent to complete a speech and language referral form.

We provide the following opportunities to develop English and home languages:

· During settling in, the Key Person must collect useful words and phrases in a child’s home language to access the daily routine i.e. toilet, hungry, help etc. and to ignite early conversation and communication.
· The Key Person must log all English and home language words and phrases used by the child in formative observation.
· Dual language books and print in languages other than English are available.
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