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Learning Through Play
We understand that childhood is part of life and not preparation for further education and adulthood. Children should feel appreciated, be able to express their feelings, ideas, thoughts, identities and relationship in a positive, caring, playful and stimulating environment.
· Children will be able to explore at their own pace, be respected as autonomous, self-motivated individuals and given consistent boundaries
· The majority of play within the setting will be child-led, with practitioners following children’s interests, helping children to take initiative, make their own decisions and become active learners
· At all times staff will be actively engaged with children and their learning either by careful observation of children; listening and watching play or by sensitively joining in children’s play in order to develop it.
· Practitioners will work to support children’s reasoning while challenging them to re-examine and extend their understanding of the world. They will do this by using open ended questions, modelling and developing language for communication and for thinking, or modelling play itself
· Practitioners will use children’s interests to move children on by building on and extending children’s skills and knowledge
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