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Anti-Bullying

Statement of intent:
Owls Nest Nursery is committed to providing a safe, secure, caring and respectful environment for children, staff, students and volunteers. Bullying of any kind is unacceptable. We will endeavor to communicate to children that bullying is not an accepted behavior in the nursery. We expect all staff to inform management and parents should any incidents occur.

It is our policy to deal with bullying effectively.

We will endeavor to ensure staff, students, volunteers, parents and children understand what bullying is. All parents and staff should be assured that they will be supported in any cases of bullying and that bullying will not be tolerated.

What is bullying?
Bullying is an act of aggression with the intention of hurting another child, staff member, student or volunteer and results in pain and distress. Bullying comes in various forms:
Physical-violence, 
Emotional- exclusion, ridicule, threatening looks and gestures
Verbal-  tormenting, name calling, persistent teasing, sarcasm, spreading rumors.
Racist- gestures or taunts
Cyberbullying- using ict to deliberately upset someone


Signs of bullying:
· Frightened of going to nursery.
· Becomes anxious.
· Has a night mare.
· Unexplained bruises or cuts.
· Stops eating.
· Scared of saying what is wrong.
· Upset after leaving the nursery
· Feels self conscious 

Procedure to be followed:
· Report bullying to Room Leaders and Managers.
· All incidents must be recorded on an “Incident Record Form”
· If the situation persists, parents will be informed, and strategies discussed. This will be documented in the child’s individual behavior management folder.
· Depending on the situation, we may consider following the Safeguarding Children Policy and seek advice from professionals. Please refer to this policy.
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